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COMPARISON GROUP

Comparison group data are included to provide a context for interpreting your institutionôs indicators. If your institution did not define a custom comparison group for this report by July 15,
2022 NCES selected a comparison group for you. (In this case, the characteristics used to define the comparison group appears below.) The customized Data Feedback Report function
available at https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data/ can be used to reproduce the figures in this report using different peer groups.

The custom comparison group chosen by Lewis University includes the following 14 institutions:

Ashland University (Ashland, OH)
Aurora University (Aurora, IL)
Benedictine University (Lisle, IL)
Dominican University (River Forest, IL)
Elmhurst University (Elmhurst, IL)
North Central College (Naperville, IL)
North Park University (Chicago, IL)
Olivet Nazarene University (Bourbonnais, IL)
Saint Xavier University (Chicago, IL)
The University of Findlay (Findlay, OH)
The University of Tampa (Tampa, FL)
University of Detroit Mercy (Detroit, MI)
University of Indianapolis (Indianapolis, IN)
University of St Francis (Joliet, IL)

The figures in this report have been organized and ordered into the following topic areas:

Topic Area Figures Pages
1) Admissions (only for non-open-admissions schools) 1 and 2 3
2) Student Enrollment 3, 4, 5 and 6 3 and 4
3) Awards 7 4
4) Charges and Net Price 8 and 9 5
5) Student Financial Aid 10 and 11 5
6) Military Benefits* [Not applicable]
7) Retention and Graduation Rates 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 6, 7 and 8
8) Finance 20 and 21 9
9) Staff 22 and 23 9 and 10
10) Libraries* 24 and 25 10

*These figures only appear in customized Data Feedback Reports (DFRs), which are available through Use the Data portal on the IPEDS website.
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Figure 20. Percent distribution of core revenues, by source: Fiscal
year 2021

NOTE: The comparison group median is based on those members of the comparison group that report
finance data using the same accounting standards as the comparison institution. For more information, see
the Methodological Notes. N is the number of institutions in the comparison group.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS): Spring 2022, Finance survey component.

Figure 21. Core expenses per FTE enrollment, by function: Fiscal
year 2021

NOTE: Expenses per full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment, particularly instruction, may be inflated because
finance data includes all core expenses while FTE reflects credit activity only. For details on calculating FTE
enrollment and a detailed definition of core expenses, see the Methodological Notes. N is the number of
institutions in the comparison group.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System (IPEDS): Fall 2021, 12-month Enrollment survey component and Spring 2022,
Finance survey component.

Figure 22. Full-time equivalent staff, by occupational category: Fall 2021

NOTE: Graduate assistants are not included. For calculation details, see the Methodological Notes. N is the number of institutions in the comparison group.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS): Spring 2022, Human Resources survey component.
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Student-to-Faculty Ratio

Institutions can provide their institutionôs student-to-faculty ratio (i.e., student-to-instructional staff) for undergraduate programs or follow the
NCES guidance in calculating their student-to-faculty ratio, which is as follows: the number of FTE students (using Fall Enrollment survey
component data) divided by total FTE instructional staff (using the total primarily instruction + instruction/research/public service staff reported
in Human Resources survey component and adding any not primarily instructional staff that are teaching a credit course). For this calculation,
FTE for students is equal to the number of the full-time students plus one-third the number of part-time students; FTE for instructional staff is
similarly calculated. Students in "stand-alone" graduate or professional programs (such as, medicine, law, veterinary, dentistry, social work, or
public health) and instructional staff teaching in these programs are excluded from the FTE calculations.

Libraries

Library Collections

Collections comprise of documents held locally and remote resources for which permanent or temporary access rights have been acquired.
Degree-granting institutions with total library expenses greater than zero and/or had access to a library collection report their physical books,
media, and serials collections and their digital/electronic books, media, serials and database collections.

Digital/electronic books and media are reported by titles owned or leased by the library if individual titles are cataloged and/or searchable
through the library catalog or discovery system. E-serials are reported by titles that are accessible through the libraryôs catalog or discovery
system. Digital and Electronic databases are reported by the total number of licensed digital/electronic databases in the institutions collection
if there is bibliographic or discovery access at the database level.

Counts in each category (i.e., physical books, media, and serials as well as digital/electronic books, media, serials, and databases) are the
number of held at the end of the most recent fiscal year. The percent distribution of each resource is derived by dividing the counts in each
category by the total of all categories.

Library Expenses

Library expenses are funds expended by the library (regardless of when received) from its regular budget and from all other sources, reported
for the most recent fiscal year. Salaries and wages are reported from the library budget or all other institutional sources that are identifiable.
Fringe benefits are reported only if paid from the library budget. Degree-granting institutions with total library expenses less than $100,000 are
not required to report their expenses to IPEDS. The percent distribution of each category of expense is derived by dividing each expense
category by the sum of total library expenses.

Additional Resources

Additional information on the IPEDS survey components, including survey methodology, survey forms, and frequently asked questions, can
be found at https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data/survey-components.

Additional information on the timing of IPEDS data collection, data coverage, and data release cycle, can be found at   
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data/timing-of-ipeds-data-collection.

Additional definitions of variables used in this report can be found in the IPEDS glossary available at   
https://surveys.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/VisGlossaryAll.aspx.

Additional resources on the IPEDS Data Feedback Report, including the instructions on creating a custom comparison report, FAQs, and
video tutorials, can be found at https://nces.ed.gov/Ipeds/Help/View/2.
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